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PROCESSIONAL — Leaders in 
church and education circles (above) 
unite in praising the achievements of 
Charles E. Diehl, as Southwestern’s 
retiring president, and in congratu- 
lating Peyton Nalle Rhodes, who was 
inaugurated as the new president. 
Four synods met jointly for this 


event.—Press-Scimitar Photo. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Ministers Call Many Marriages “Mockery” 





Are Children of Such ‘‘Legitimate’’? 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The policies of all groups and organiza- 
tions in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
should be of interest and concern to its 
entire constituency. I have particular 
reference at this moment to Thornwell 
Orphanage. 

tT hope that the controlling bodies of 
that home for children will change their 
policy and admit those born out of wed- 
lock. Many of us in the pastorate. know 
of too many instances of those, within and 
without the church, whose marriage cere- 
monies are performed across state lines 
“to cover up” premarital pregnancies. And 
often there are separation and plans for 
a divorce even before the child is born. 
These marriages “to protect the mother” 
and “give the child a name” are not mar- 
riages, They are mockery. In the eyes 
of the law these children are legitimate, 
but in the eyes of God are they any more 
legitimate than those whose fathers and 
mothers for one reason or another did 
not have a marriage ceremony “said over 
them”? Would the orphanage receive 
those who through a “mock marriage” 
bore their father’s name? 

I am not at all sure that legitimate chil- 
dren would be stigmatized by the presence 
of those who are not. Dr. Alexander 
Whyte, one of Scotland’s most beloved 
divines, a great preacher, professor and 
writer, was born out of wedlock. I had 
read and re-read his book “Lord, Teach 
Us to Pray,” before I discovered in his 
biography by G. F. Barbour, that he was 
illegitimate. I have not put this book out 
of my study, nor has my admiration for 
him diminished since I became acquainted 
with thé sins of his parents. 

If God in his wisdom and mercy can 
adopt and use so wonderfully those who 
have been born out of wedlock, should not 
all of his people give these unfortunate 
children the same consideration as the 
more fortunate ones? 

R. K. McDONALD. 

Berryville, Va. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I have been keeping up with the con- 
troversy relative to the Thornwell Orphan- 
age and read with a great deal of interest 
letters (OUTLOOK, Sept. 19) from Ben L. 
Rose of Bristol, Va., and Mrs. Edwin L. 
Montgomery of Lake City, Fla., with both 
of whom I thoroughly agree. 

Someone of the contrary view might say 
that this is a violation of the second com- 
mandment, but to do this might be endan- 
gering a soul of spending an eternity in 
Hell, on account of some sin that his 
mother or father might have committed 
in the heat of passion. 

W. L. COOKE, M. D. 

Columbus, Ga. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I enjoy THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK thoroughly, especially “Letters 
to the Editors.” Since f am in public 
health nursing, I have heen especially in- 
terested in the discussion of the admission 
of children born out of wedlock into 
Thornwell Orphanage. Hurrah for Dr. 
Marion's letter (OUTLOOK, Sept. 12) 

Why must the church institutions so 
often lag far behind instead of leading 
off in social service? Perhaps it is because 


we in the churcn have not seen to it that 
the administrators of our church social 
service institutions have had time, oppor- 
tunity and money to keep up their study 
of progressive social service methods. 
MRS, DALE ALLEN CLARK. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Delayed reply to the Inquiring Reporter 
(Sept. 19): 

The child is not to blame if it is the off- 
spring of an unwed mother and should 
by no means be denied the home and 
Christian training of a church orphanage. 

WM. H. McCORKLE, Minister. 

Westminster church, St. Louis. 


OUTLOOK Readers Can Do 
Something About This 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


ot I am wondering if an appeal for 
literature for the men described in the 
accompanying article from the Christian 
Science Monitor could not be made in your 
columns . 
VIRGINIA PAYNE. 
Logan, W. Va. 


A DESPERATE NEED 


Tne war left many American veterans so 
badly disfigured that they could never 
again appear in public. Many of such 
came to the Republic of Mexico where 
they could live isolated lives, and I am 
spiritual adviser to such a group. Fact 
is, I also am disabled, having been 
wounded while serving as a chaplain in 
the war. 

Many of these men have married native 
Mexican women and many are alone with 
only a servant. I must confess that most 
of these mren have lost their faith in 
Christianity and I must further confess 
that [I am on the border line of losing 
mine. Christianity as it is widely pro- 
fessed has failed us, and although I do 
believe that true Christianity can hever 
fail, I find that such is hidden from our 
view and seemingly cannot be contacted. 

These men, through me, recently sent 
out an appeal for literature and proper 
books for use in saving our faith. The 
Christian Science people sent us a sub- 
scription to The Christian Science Monitor 
and some other literature but not a single 
other group responded. A recent other ap- 
peal was answered by most of the fanatic 
people who heard of us but the letters re- 
ceived actually told us that because we 
had gone to war we must be punished, 
etc. Between the hell-fire doctrine of 
those letters and the failure of rational 
people in aiding me, I very much fear for 
the future of these fine veterans. 

I am therefore appealing to the readers 
of The Christian Science Monitor. Won't 
you who have proper books for these men 
please send them? We do not want the 
ordinary salvation or hell type books. 
These men have had hell enough for one 
lifetime. What is now needed are books 
which will show them how to find a God 
of love who understands what they are 
suffering. 

REV. LAWRENCE ABER, D. D., 
Chaplain. 
Wounded War Veterans Retreat, 
2/a Del Volador No. 12, 
Patzcuaro, Michoacan, 
Republic of Mexico. 


For World Communion Day 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A service of worship for World Com- 
munion Sunday, Oct. 2, printed in color 
with attractive cover design, has been pre- 
pared by Church World Service. Any 
church may secure without cost enough 
copies for the members of its congrega- 
tion by writing to the Promotion Depart- 
ment, Church World Service, 214 East 21st 
Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


It is suggested that offerings taken at 
interdenominational services be given for 
relief and reconstruction work either by 
sending the collection through denomina- 
tional relief committees or directly to the 
New York headquarters of Church World 
Service. This has been the practice for 
several years and the needs are still great. 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE. 

New York. 


Layman Says Doctrine 
Is Prime Problem 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The remarks of Dr. Thomas at Montreat 
concerning doctrine (OUTLOOK, Aug. 29) 
approach the prime problem of all Prot- 
estant religion. If man is his own priest, 
he must be led to firm beliefs as to his 
relationship to God and man. Any doc- 
trine that confuses us in this respect is 
worthless. 

Your editorial implies that our doctrinal 
indifference is the result of poor teach- 
ing methods. How can anyone teach a 
subject which is not understood? 


FOR SEVERAL YEARS, as an elder, I 
have tried to find out just what our church 
does believe. I have been handed the Con- 
fession of Faith and much evasive talk. 
The Confession is a wonderful historical 
document but no one will attempt to show 
me how it is logical to the modern mind. 
We seem to be afraid of Presbyterian doc- 
trine. Perhaps the age of doctrine has 
past. If so, let us take our tongue out of 
our cheek and admit it. The world today 
needs honest straight-forward guidance. 
The truths of Christ must be presented 
without pulling any punches. 

How many ministers:would dare preach 
on Foreordination and Free Moral Agency 
or Election and the Saving Grace of Jesus 
Christ in the same sermon? I have been 
told repeatedly that I should not try to 
understand these things. They must be 
accepted on faith. Such an attitude has 
killed the great power of doctrine. I say 
that these great beliefs can be explained. 
Tf not, then they should be modified for 
the guidance of mankind. 


IN 1947 I SUGGESTED that our presby- 
tery overture the General Assembly to 
have prepared a modern exposition of the 
Confession of Faith. That overture never 
went up for fear that it might complicate 
the discussion of reunion. A clear doc- 
trine defining our responsibility to God 
would greatly simplify the problems of 
reunion. 

I believe that Presbyterian doctrine in 
general makes sense and that it is the 
greatest need of the world today but we 
are not big enough honestly to admit that 
the Confession of Faith might contain 
some bugs. Rather we prefer to ignore 
the whole thing and say (secretly) that 
is is not important anyway. Thereby we 
lose the great power contained in the main 
body of our doctrine because we do not 
have the courage to question minor de- 
tails, written over 300 years ago by men. 
We do not deserve to be a great power for 
Christ. 


AN OPEN DISCUSSION of doctrine in 
the spirit of Christ would be a greater 
tonic than the Program of Progress or any 
other program. If truth can not stand 
such a discussion, it is not worthy of 
much support. Let us be honest about doc- 
trine, seek the truth and lead man to a 
proper understanding of his relationship 
to God through Christ. That is the only 
purpose worthy of our heritage. 


WALTER S. ROBERTS, 


Architect. 
Owensboro, Ky. 
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SYNOD MODERATORS—Newly-elected moderators of the four synods meeting at 


Southwestern at Memphis are shown above, left to right: Otis L. Graham, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; J. Ed Edens, Okolona, Miss.; W. A. Alexander, Shreveport, La.; and 
W. W. Glass, Decatur, Ala.—Commercial Appeal Photo. 





Grew Heads Fund Drive 


Former Ambassador to Japan Is Chairman of Campaign to 
Raise $10,000,000 for Japanese University 


New York. (RNS)—Joseph C. Grew, 
former ambassador to Japan, has been 
named chairman of a campaign to raise 
$10,000,000 for the proposed Japan In- 
ternational Christian University, it was 
announced here. 

“T have accepted this responsibility 
with enthusiasm and with high hopes 
for the sucess of this major effort,’ 
Grew said in accepting the post. 

The projected university, to be erected 
near Tokyo, is expected to open its 
doors in April, 1951, Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, 
president of Doshisha University, has 
been named the first president of the 
new institution. 

In his statement, Grew said: 


“Because I firmly believe that the 
cause of progress and democracy in 
Japan must be based on fundamental 
Christian principles and ethics and 
therefore depends in large measure on 
the upbuilding and the maintenance «=f 
our Christian schools and colleges. and 
that in turn the progress of these exist- 
ing institutions is dependent on the 
development of a strong and well-ad- 
ministerd Christian but non-sectarian 
university, I am personally committed 
to the cause of the International Chris- 
tian University in Japan. 

“Furthermore, I feel certain that once 
the people of the United States and 
Canada fully understand the need for 
such a university and appreciate the 
urgency for strengthening the entire 
educaticnal program in Japan on the 


highest academic standards, they will 
contribute generously to this interna- 
tional project.’’ 

The fund-raising program will be 
carried on in both the U. S. and Canada. 
A similar drive for funds in Japan has 
already been completed, with a goal of 
150,000,000 yen over-subscribed. 


United Church Women 
Hold Western Seminars 


New York. (RNS)—Some 75 top 
leaders of the United Council of Church 
Women, divided into 15 teams, will con- 
duct seminars in 37 Western cities be- 
tween Oct. 4 and 7, it was announced 
here by Mrs. Harper Sibley, Council 
president. 

The seminars will include discussion 
of legislative action and local and state 
projects, ranging from community prob- 
lems to National and _ international 
topics, including the influence of Chris- 
tian missions on world affairs. 

The meetings, to be interracial and in- 
terdenominational, will give proof, Mrs. 
Sibley said, ‘‘that we, as women, are 
working together for a world commu- 
nity shaped according to the Christian 
ideal.”’ 

Following the state meetings, she 
said, national and state leaders will 
move on to report at the national board 
meeting in Los Angeles, Oct. 10-13. 


Extension Board 
Votes to Effect 


Organization Now 


Former Work of Seven 
Agencies to Be Included 


Second of the new boards of the Gen- 


‘eral Assembly to organize under the 


1949 direction of the Assembly was that 
of Church Extension which instituted 
the new program earlier than many had 
anticipated. 

Meeting in Atlanta, the board was 
convened by James G. Patton, Jr., of 
the General Council, and Wm. V. Gard- 
ner, former chairman of home missions, 
was named chairman of the Church Ex- 
tension agency. This agency will be 
responsible for the total extension pro- 
gram including all the previous work 
of home missions, evangelism, Negro 
work, radio, and Christian relations. In 
addition, the Assembly has assigned it 
responsibility for the Defense Service 
Council and the work of Sunday school 
extension, previously under the Relig- 
ious Education Committee. 


Richards Is Vice-Chairman 


The new board voted to start func- 
tioning as such immediately and J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards, president of Columbia 
Seminary, was made vice-chairman. The 
executive committee is composed of Drs. 
Gardner, Richards, and Arthur V. 
Gibson of Atlanta; Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son, Richmond; Lloyd Courtney, Lewis- 
burg, W. Va.; and Arch B. Taylor, Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C. 

A committee to nominate an executive 
secretary for the new board consists of 
Drs. Gardner, Richards, Thompson, Wm. 
H. McCorkle, &*¢. Louis; and T. E. 
Veitch, Starkville, Miss. This commit- 
tee is expected to report at the next 
meeting of the board January 18. 

Until an executive secretary is named 
the secretaries or directors now serving 
the divisions of the board will continue 
in their present capacities. These are: 
Claude H. Pritchard, Home Missions; 
J. H. Marion, Jr., Christian Relations; 
H. H. Thompson, Evangelism; Alex R. 
Batchelor, Negro Work; John M. Alex- 
ander, Radio. These five will meet once 
a month as a staff to plan the work until 
the new secretary is named. 

Representatives on the new board 
from their respective committees will 
serve as members of sub-committees: 
six from home missions and three from 
each of the others. Dr. Gardner, the 








chairman, urged that every appearance 
of “self-autonomy” be avoided on the 
board which is to serve the church as 
a unit. Each division was instructed to 
carry on with work pianned to the end 
of this church year, March 31, to call 
upon the board or its executive commit- 
tee for matters needing the decision of 
the board, and not to inaugurate any 
new policies for the rest of this year. 

At the January meeting members of 
this board will have their names drawn 
by lot to determine one-, two-, and 
three-year terms of office. 


Incorporation to Be Effected 


George Wright, Asheville, N. C., at- 
torney and member of the board, was 
instructed to proceed with the necessary 
legal steps to effect a merger of the two 
corporations within the board: that of 
Home Missions and Negro Work. Under 
the new provisions the Board of Church 
Extension itself will be incorporated. 

Treasurers of the several agencies 
were instructed to continue to serve 
until the end of the church year, both in 
receiving and in disbursing funds. 

All units of the new board are in- 
structed by the Assembly to form coun- 
cils which shall serve as sub-committees 
of the board itself. Only the Christian 
Relations council was appointed at the 
initial meeting, all members of the for- 
mer committee being named to this 
council. Other sub-committees will be 
named in January. 

Four Regular Meetings a Year 


Meetings of the Church Extension 
Board have been set for the third Wed- 
nesdays of January, April, July and Oc- 
tober. The executive committee will 
meet on call and it is thought that sub- 
committees will meet quarterly preced- 
ing the board meetings. 

The board voted to ask that the Mon- 
treat conference of 1950 be designated 
as the Board of Church Extension Con- 
ference, and that the program be 
planned by Charles H. Gibboney, edu- 
cational secretary of home _ missions. 
Among features in this conference will 
be a seminar on industrial relations 
planned by the Christian Relations sub- 
committee. 


Overseas Relief Committee Holds 
Final Meeting Before Merger 


Concluding meeting of the Assembly’s 
Overseas Relief Committee was held in 
Atlanta in mid-September. This agency 
now becomes a part of the Board of 
World Missions as a sub-committee on 
Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. 
Former chairman of the committee, 
Vernon S. Broyles, will be a member of 
the missions board with definite respon- 
sibility for this work. 

Executive Secretary of Missions, C. 
Darby Fulton and Chairman W. L. Cald-. 
well, attended the meeting and an- 
nounce that the sub-committee would be 
composed of W. A. Alexander, Shreve- 


4 


port, La., and H. E. Russell, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., in addition to Dr. Broyles. 


McCain Describes Situation 


McCain, who has been in 
Scotland and more recently touring 
Europe and the Near East, told the com- 
mittee at its meeting that the refugee 
problem in Palestine is acute. ‘In the 
next twenty-five years,” he said, ‘“‘the 
Christian Church must meet her great- 
est opportunity among the Arabs.”’ 

“Arabs are now on the move,”’he said. 
“They want education for their chil- 
dren. They want modern medical care. 
They want advancement in life to meet 
the standards of Western civilization, 
and they are striving to get away from 
the Moslem faith and former habits of 
life.” Children and young people will 
lead the way, he said, with the help of 
the Christian Church. 

The largest Protestant church in 
Egypt, he said, is the Presbyterian, with 
more than 30,000 members. There is 
a large Presbyterian church in Greece, 
he said, and one-third of the Protestants 
in Hungary are of the Presbyterian 
family. It is his strong conviction that 
people in America should be taught 
about the world-wide nature and reach 
of the Presbyterian and Reformed 
church. 


Charles 


Increase in Funds Reported 


E. C. Scott, Assembly’s stated clerk, 
and treasurer of the Overgeas Relief 
commiitee, reported that the church had 
given this year, up to Sept. 12, $165,- 
369, an increase of $25,814 over last 


year. It is expected that contributions 
for the year may exceed $200,000. 

Allocation of these funds were ap- 
proved as follows: 50 per cent of the 
first $50,000 to relief in Asia through 
Church World Service; the remainder to 
be allocated to needs of the Presbyterian 
church in Greece, the Reformed church 
in France, to Palestine refugees, Dis- 
placed Persons in Europe (Hungary), 
and to CIMADE in France. 

All funds will be turned over to 
Board of World Missions January 1 
next. 


Participate in “Great Hour” 


The committee approved full partici- 
pation in the ‘“‘One Great Hour” broad- 
cast of 1950 to be sponsored by Church 
World Service. This will focus atten- 
tion on March 12 as ‘“‘The Day of Shar- 
ing.’”’ Cost of the program to CWS will 
be $100,000. 

Dr. Broyles reported that Jack Ether- 
ridge, a member of his congregation in 
Atlanta and a recent Davidson graduate, 
has been sent to Europe by CWS to 
serve with other young people on the 
European staff. 

An increasing number of assurances 
for Displaced Persons was reported from 
across the church. These assurances 
mean that a DP will be provided hous- 
ing and work which will not displace 
others and will receive transportation 
from his port of entry to his place of 
residence. The DP project is being di- 
rected by the Christian Relations com- 
mittee under John H. Marion in Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Blames Church for Failures 


Bennetts Says UN Also Has Been Ineffective in Peace Efforts 


New York. (RNS)—America’s 
churches were criticized here on the 
twin counts of their failure to give 
“distinctive guidance’ in pronounce- 
ments on atomic weapons and their in- 
ability to reconcile differences between 
Russia and the West. 

John C. Bennett, professor of Chris- 
tian theology and ethics at Union The- 
ological Seminary, New York, attributed 
the decline of peace hopes not only to 
the churches but to the United Nations 
because of the UN’s ineffective dealing 
with conflicts between major powers. 

His remarks came in a prepared state- 
ment read at the tenth annual Confer- 
ence on Science, Philosophy and Re- 
ligion sponsored by leading theologians, 
educators and scientists at Columbia 
University. 


Scientists First Saw Problem 


As for the atom bomb, Dr. Bennett 
said scientists were the first group to 
feel ‘“‘the full spiritual impact” of the 
weapon, while the churches to date 
have failed to reach agreement on the 
circumstances under which the bomb 
should or should not be used. 


“It is felt by many,’’ Dr. Bennett 
said, “that there may be situations in 
which the knowledge that the bomb 
might be used in reprisal would actu- 
ally prevent atomic war. The most that 
has been said on any wide church 
authority is that Christians should 
never sanction the use of the atomic 
bomb in a preventive war.” 

The theologian said the atom bomb 
has placed both Roman Catholics and 
Protestants in a quandry over the rele- 
vancy of a “just war.” 

“The very existence of atomic power,” 
he contended, “increases the scale of 
oppression that is possible, and resist- 
ance to tyranny by methods that are 
available must always seem to many 
Christians morally justified. 

“Yet, the atomic bomb has caused 
many to feel that even if the threat of 
its use may in some situations serve a 
good purpose, its actual use would lead 
to a succession of consequences which 
would defeat any good purpose.” 

Discussing the inability of the 
churches to reconcile East-West differ- 
ences, Dr. Bennett said there was no 

(Continued on page 11) 
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@ 4 glance over a synod meeting reveals no women taking part, the preachers preponderant, 
few laymen participating, and little or no news 


If Christ Had Become a Commissioner 


HEN the Prophets Ezeziel, went 
W over to the people of the cap- 

tivity of Telebib, that dwelt by 
the River of Chebar, and ‘‘sat where 
they sat,’’ he remained there seven days 
and was astonished. It is always a 
stimulating and eye-opening experience 
to change one’s viewpoint, and when 
looking out upon the members of an 
ecclesiastical court, one may see things 
to which he has theretofore been blind. 


Where Were the Women? 


The writer has faced a good many 
different kinds of ecclesiastical assem- 
blies. With occasional exceptions, such 
as male Bible classes or conventions, 
the majority of such groups is always 
made up of women. This is especially 
true in prayer meetings, personal work- 
er’s bands, or any place where real work 
is to be done. In the meeting of our 
synod, it seemed that something impor- 
tant was missing. In a crowd of hun- 
dreds of church people, discussing mo- 
mentous issues, making important deci- 
sions and shaping significant policies of 
the church, there wasn’t a single fe- 
male face. 

The writer recals an incident which 
occurred some years ago at a meeting 
of the General Assembly. At that time, 
no woman was permitted to present a 
report, much less vote or make a speech, 
and Dr. S. L. Morris, Executive Secre- 
tary of Home Missions, read the report 
on Women’s Work. Several important 
issues involving the Woman’s Auxiliary 
had been raised and were under dis- 
cussion. Mrs. Winsborough, Secretary 
of the Woman’s Work, sat by Dr. Morris 
and whispered in his ear, pulling his 
coat tail from time to time, as he 
jumped up and down to act as her 
mouthpiece. It is possible that this 
amusing, but ridiculous occurrence, 
played some part in the change which 
now makes it possible for a woman to 
read a report on Woman’s Work. 

We have made some progress, but 
there is still a long way to go. Is it 
fair to expect our consecrated Chris- 
tian women to do more than half of 
the work of the church and to have so 
small a part in shaping its policies and 
making plans for the futuref Our fail- 
ure more fully to capitalize on the tal- 
ents of our women means that some of 
the best brains of the church are un- 
used. This policy has naturally re- 
sulted in over- emphasis on the ‘‘Women 
of the Church,’ as such, so that we 

*Dr. MacLean is pastor of the Ginter 
Park church, Richmond, Va., and was 
elected moderator of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia at its recent meeting. The editors 
have asked him to give his reactions to 
that meeting. 
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‘gregations, are often absent. 


By JOHN A. MacLEAN* 
s 


have a “Church within a Church,” an 
unfortunate situation, in which the tail 
often wags the dog. 


Without women, a church meeting 
seems like Hamlet with Hamlet left out. 


Preponderance of Preachers 


Although every church in a Synod has 
a right to be represented by a Ruling 
Elder, it is a fact that preachers do 
most of the talking, ministers head up 
a majority of committees, and leading 
laymen are conspicuously absent. This 
condition is often commented upon and 
some times resented by laymen. But 
what is the true explanation? The 
chairman of one important committee 
told Synod that it was impossible to 


get any of the laymen on his committee 


to attend a meeting, though they lived 
in the same city where these meetings 
were held. 

How many of our busy business and 
professional men are willing to give the 
time required to participate in long 
drawn-out committee meetings and at- 
tend church courts, and yet, Jesus, a 
rather important Person, thought it was 
worthwhile ‘to be about My Father’s 
business.”’ Ministers would warmly 
welcome a larger and more active par- 
ticipation of laymen in the work of the 
church. 


The Faithful Few 


The transaction of the business of 
church courts requires a lot of hard, 
tedious and sometimes tiresome work. 
One is impressed and inspired by the 
faithfulness and devotion of a compara- 
tively small number of men who un- 
selfishly give their time and strength 
to such service, much of it done be- 
hind the scenes and without public 
recognition. Possibly too much of the 
load is laid on the shoulders of a few, 
though there is always the question of 
finding men who are both willing and 
able to do this work. As far as possi- 
ble, of course, responsibilities should he 
shared and as many people as possible 
brought into active service. As a 
young minister, the writer found that 
his interest was intensified by even a 
slight recognition, and most of us be- 
come indifferent unless we have some- 
thing to do. 

Some prominent ministers of the 
synod, including pastors of large con- 
This may 
be explained by the fact that these men 
are extremely busy, or they may fail 
to realize the importance of making 


the wheels of ecclesiastical machinery 
turn around, and yet, the program of:a 
local church depends in large measure 
upon the plans and policies made by 
the church courts. 

Perhaps the example of faithfulness 
and devotion of a few workers will 
stimulate some of the rest of us, who 
haven’t ‘always carried our share of the 
load, to do better in the future, 


The Shifting Scene 


At every meeting of synod, we miss 
the faces of some of our able men who 
have been leaders and fellow-workers in 
former years. Just a short time ago 
they were slapping us on the shoulder, 
participating in our debates and inspir- 
ing us by their examples. Now they 
are with us no more, reminding us that 
“We must work the works of him that 
sent us while it is day, for the night 
cometh when no man can work.” 

While one’s heart is saddened by the 
realization of our losses, we are en- 
couraged, stimulated and inspired by 
new faces, fresh personalities and youth- 
ful spirits. Thank God for the never- 
failing stream of young ministers and 
other fellow-workers who continually 
augment and strengthen our forces. 


Not Much News 


The church needs good publicity, and 
newspapers are eager for material that 
has news value. There was no sensa- 
tional story to come out of this session 
of the synod. We do well to remember 
that much good work goes on quitely 
behind the scenes and only God can 
fully understand and appreciate all of 
the faithful and devoted service which 


enters into routine activities of his 
church. We are glad that this fact is 
not news. On the other hand, it is 


hard to get away from the feeling that 
a great church court, meeting in a stra- 
tegic ecclesiastical center, in such a time 
as this, ought to be saving and doing 
things which would challenge the atten- 
tion of the world and make an impres- 
sion upon all classes of people. 


If Christ Had Been a Commissioner 

There was once a Man named Jesus 
who was gentle and humble and modest. 
He loved peace and quietude. But he 
did not believe in crying, ‘‘Peace, Peace,”’ 
when there was no peace. By some he 
was regarded as a radical and a revolu- 
tionary, one who “stirreth up the peo- 
ple’; a trouble-maker who challenged 
every evil in the established order of 
things, thus bringing down the wrath 
of organized society upon his head. 

One wonders what would happen if 
our Lord were to return as a flesh-and- 
blood delegate to his own church 
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courts? 
contended 


Would the Christ of Calvary be 
with the usual reports of 
committees and the transaction of ‘‘rou- 
tine business’? Rather, is it not prob- 
able that the papers would have plenty 
of news and that the startling story of 


it because it was true? 











Is what Jesus said true because he said it, or did he say 





the activities of Synod would be played 
up on the front page of every paper in 
the country? Yes, of course, the nerves 
of the citizens of “Jerusalem” would 
become jumpy, and Jesus might land 
in jail, but the Cause and the church 








he so dearly loved would take on new 
life, and once again humanity would be 
on the march toward the realization of 
the Kingdom of God! 

Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
Note—See editorial, page 8. 


The Authority of Jesus 


NE DAY as Jesus was walking in 
the temple he was met by a dele- 
gation from the chief priests, the 

scribes and the elders. They said to 
him, “By what authority doest thou 
these things? and who gave thee this 
authority to do these things?’”’ It is not 
surprising that the religious heirarchy 
of the time of Jesus asked him concern- 
ing the source of his authority? We 
who look back to him across the ages 
see in him the source of all authority. 
We acknowledge him as the Son of God. 
We look to him as the risen Lord, the 
Conqueror of sin and death. 

But to the contemporaries of Jesus 
the question concerning his authority 
was inevitable. He did not belong to 
the house of Aaron or to the tribe of 
Levi. Most of his life had been spent 
as a carpenter of Nazareth. It was said 
that no good thing could come out of 
Nazareth. He may have attended the 
school in the synagogue at Nazareth but 
he was not a man who could speak with 
the authority of one who had sat at the 
feet of the great rabbis. 

There was however about him a cer- 
tain sense of authority. The people felt 
it. They said he taught with authority 
and not as the scribes. He could 
to them, “It was said by them of old 
time ... but I say unto you.” In his 
words and in his deeds there was a note 
of authority that contemporaries 
could not fail to feel. 


say 


his 


Before John They Were Neutral 


To the question concerning his au- 
thority, ‘Jesus answered and said, I will 
also ask of you one question; answer 
me and I will tell you by what author- 
ity I do these things. 
John, 
Answer me.” 


As the narrative in Mark points out, 


The baptism of 


was it from heaven or of men? 


the question was in a sense a catch ques- 
tion. The religious leaders of the Jews 
could have answered it by saying, 
“From heaven.” But the difficulty with 
this answer was that they had not ac- 
cepted this baptism. And if 
knowledged that it from 
they could not explain their failure to 


they ac- 


was heaven 


*Dr. Rolston, one of the associate edi- 
tors of this paper, gave this devotional 
study at the recent meeting of the 
Synod of Virginia He is. editor-in- 
chief of the General Assembly's Board 
of Education. 
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By HOLMES ROLSTON* 
ca 


accept it. They could answer the ques- 
tion by saying that the baptism of John 
was from men. But this answer would 
expose them to the wrath of the people 
because the masses of the people ac- 
knowledged John as a prophet indeed. 
For this reason the leaders of the Jews 
had refused to come to terms with the 
baptism of John. They neither affirmed 
it nor denied it. They were neutral. 

Because they saw the catch in the 
question either way it was answered, the 
heirarchy refused to answer 
the question of Jesus concerning the 
baptism of John. Jesus replied, ‘‘Neither 
do I tell you by what authority I do 
these things.”’ 

As we read this story we understand 
the dilemma in which Jesus placed his 
adversaries. But we do not always see 
the relation between the question of the 
religious heirarchy and the counter 
question of Jesus. The connection is to 
be found in the way in which an under- 
standing of the authority of John the 
Baptists prepares the way for an ap- 
preciation of the authority of Jesus. 


religious 


John Was What He Was 


John, like Jesus, came to his genera- 
tion without any external authentica- 
tion. He was not trained in the schools. 
When he appeared, he came as a voice 
crying in the wilderness. He wrought 
no miracles as signs to his generation 
of the approval of God on his ministry. 
The authority of John was the authority 
of the prophet who comes as the bearer 
of a word of Ged. Amos was neither 
a prophet nor the son of a prophet but 
a herdsman of Tekoa and 
sycamore 


a dresser of 
But God sent him as 
the bearer of a word to Israel. 

John came as a voice in the wilder- 
ness. He came to prepare the way of 
the Lord. He came to bear witness to 
the coming Messiah. The people ac- 
cepted the truth of his message. In the 
end they said of him that he wrought 
no miracle but that everything that he 
said of Jesus was true. The authority 
of John was to be found in the fact that 
God had sent him and in the power of 
the Spirit of God to bear witness in the 
hearts of men to the truth of his mes- 
sage. The reason the Pharisees did not 
recognize his authority as from God was 
rooted in a lack 


trees. 


of moral earnestness 


_recognize the authority of Jesus. 


on their part. They were not prepared 
to accept his baptism because they were 
not willing to hear and obey his mes- 
sage. 

Could Not Understand Jesus 


The authority of Jesus was akin to 
the authority of John. And the failure 
of the leaders of the Jews to recognize 
the baptism of John as of God was proof 
that they would be equally unable to 
Jesus 
is not dealing arbitrarily with them 
when he says that if they will not an- 
swer his question concerning John he 
will not answer their question concern- 
ing his authority. In their reaction to 
John they have proved that they can- 
not understand the authority of Jesus. 

It is true of course that Jesus in con- 
trast to John did give certain signs to 
the men of his generation. Nicodemus 
says to him, “Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God: for no 
man can do these miracles that thou 
dcest except God be with him.’’ We are 
told also in the closing verses of the 
second chapter of John that many be- 
lieved on the name of Jesus ‘“‘when they 
saw the miracles which he did.” John 
comments: “But Jesus did not commit 
himself unto them, because he knew all 
men, and needed not that any should 
testify of man: for he knew what was 
in man.” Jesus was not willing to com- 
himself to those whose faith was 
produced by their sense of wonder in 
the presence of his miracles unless this 
faith involved also their personal dedi- 
eation of life to him. 


mit 


Jesus Authenticates the Scriptures 


In the end, the authority of Jesus 
must rest today as it rested when Jesus 
was on earth—in the power of the 
Christ to authenticate himself to the 
human heart. It must rest in the wit- 
ness of the Spirit in the hearts of men. 
It must rest in the quiet assurance that 
his words are the words of God to us 
and in the knowledge that comes to 
those who follow him that he is indeed 
sent of God. When he was on earth 
he wrought mighty miracles. These 
miracles were signs to the sons of men. 
It is correct to say that we believe in 
him because of his mighty works. But 
it is also correct to say that in the deep- 
est sense we believe in his miracles be- 
cause of him. They are works of power 
that are appropriate to him. We be- 
lieve in Jesus because of the witness of 
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the Scriptures to him. We must go to 
the written word for our knowledge of 
him. But in the deepest sense it is 
Jesus who authenticates the Scriptures. 
The Bible has lived and been preservtd 
because as men humble themselves in 
the presence of the written word the 
Christ of the Scriptures speaks to their 
hearts. 


Ultimately, the authority of Jesus 
does not depend on any external authen- 
tication. It lies in his power to make 
himself known to those who are willing 
to hear and obey his words. When the 
Jews marvelled at the knowledge of a 
man who had never been trained in the 
schools, Jesus said, ‘‘My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me. If any man 
will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself. He stood 
in the temple and cried out, ‘‘I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.’’ The authority 
of Jesus is not something which men 
can lay hold of from the detached posi- 
tion of the spectator. It is to those who 
are obedient that he reveals himself. 
He comes to us in our generation as he 
came to Peter and John by the sea of 
Galilee. He sets us to His tasks for us. 
And if we are obedient he will reveal 
to us WHO HE IS? 


The Minister’s Authority 


In an indirect way, the authority of 
Jesus must also be characteristic of the 
authority of the minister. The final 
authority of the minister is that men 
recognize him as the bearer of the word 
of God. It is proper that our ministers 
should be trained in the schools. It is 
important that men who wish to preach 
should be examined by the presbytery 
and ordained by the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery. But the most 
a church court can do is to recognize 
an authority that roots ultimately in 
the fact that God has called a man and 
sent him forth to preach. 


The final authority of a minister is 
akin to the authority of John the Baptist 
and of Jesus. It :%s not an authority that 
can be conveyed by any ecclesiastical 
heirarchy. It comes when a man has 
humbled himself in the presence of the 
written word until he has gone behind 
the words to the ideas and has permitted 
these ideas to lay hold of him in all 
of their relevancy for modern life. At 
the heart of his preaching there should 
be the proclamation of the Word of God 
with its implications for life today. His 
authority must be that of the bearer of 
a word. If the preacher has this au- 
thority, his people will recognize it, and 
if he does not have it, no ecclesiastical 
heirarchy can give it to him. 


(NEXT WEEK—Jesus and the Tradi- 
tion.) 
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Look to U. S. for Leadership 


Mrs. Roosevelt Says Other Nations Expect Moral and Spiritual Progress 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Nations of the 
world are looking to the United States 
for spiritual and moral leadership, Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt told 500 Southern 
church women here in a session on 
human relations. 

The former First Lady, drawing on 
her experiences as U. S. delegate to the 
United Nations, said that she often 
leaves UN meetings ‘‘with a heavy heart 
for the big fight that is being fought, 
the fight between Democracy and Com- 
munism.”’ 





Not Getting What They Look For 


She said nations had found in the 
United States youth, strength and other 
resources for victory but ‘I don’t think 
they are getting the main thing they 
are looking for——spiritual and moral 
leadership.” 

Communism has lost its hope of im- 
mediate domination of Europe and is 
now awaiting world revolution, which 
Americans can help or hinder, Mrs. 
Roosevelt said. 

“Time is on their side,’’ she added. 
“They are willing to wait—and the 
down-trodden peoples of Europe and 
Asia are the ones they are waiting on. 
They are the people we in America have 
to convince that Democracy has more to 
offer than Communism. 

“If we believe in the Christian re- 
ligion, we have an obligation to face 
the responsibility that lies on each of 
us in this nation.”’ 


“Fellowship of the Concerned” 


The group, which comprised church 
women from 12 Southern states, had as 
its theme “The Fellowship of the Con- 
cerned.”’ Their ‘“‘concerns” included “a 
closer association of spiritual values and 
legal aspects; an attempt to do some- 
thing about the failure of law enforce- 
ment, to promote an attitude of impar- 
tiality on the part of the law, to stem 
the tide of economic loss due to pre- 
judice, to recognize the social ills of 
the Southland, and to see that the Uni- 
versal Bill of Rights is recognized every- 
where, beginning in our own communi- 
ties.’’ 

Mrs. Roosevelt, a frequent subject of 
controversy in the South, spoke kindly 
of Dixie here. 

“T am not one to feel that the South 
is the great offender,’ she said in com- 
menting on mob demonstrations. ‘‘We 
in the North are as bad in many ways.” 

She termed violence after the Paul 
Robeson concert in Peekskill, N. Y.. 
“perfectly outrageous.” 


Prayer and the UN 


Mrs. Roosevelt reported she had re- 


ceived many troubled inquiries as to 
why UN sessions were not begun with 
prayer. 

“T used to wonder that myself, in- 
deed, to be shocked by the fact that 
such important international meetings 
did not begin with prayer,’ she said. 
“But I learned it was a good rule, em- 
bodying respect for other peoples’ cus- 
toms and principles.” 

She added that she frequently asked 
fellow delegates from other countries, 
“Do you ever come to these meetings 
without a prayer in your heart?” and 
said she ‘‘had yet to receive a negative 
answer.” 

Mrs. Roosevelt said, “If I never 
prayed anywhere else, I should pray in 
these meetings.” 

Earlier, at a press conference, Mrs. 
Roosevelt expressed the opinion that the 
role of the church in modern American 
life is ‘‘to be a careful spiritual guide.’’ 

“TJ do not think the church should 
actually take open action in political 
and economic fields,”’ she said, ‘‘although 
indirectly it cannot help but affect such 
action.” 


FC Has Plan to ‘‘Rescue’’ 


Christmas, New Year’s Eve 


New York. (RNS)—A drive aimed at 
“rescuing” Christmas “from an empha- 
sis on turkey, tinsel and presents” and 
New Year’s Eve ‘‘from headache-produc- 
ing revelry’ is planned by the Federal 
Council of Churches here. 

The Council said that its 37 Protes- 
tant and Orthodox denominations would 
summon their 140,000 local churches to 
“‘spiritualize’’ the observance of the two 
holidays. This effort will be made in 
1950 as the climax of a 15-months’ 
evangelist campaign, beginning this Oct. 
9 


Jesse M. Bader, director of the Fed- 
eral Council’s evangelism department, 
said ‘‘the churches believe the time has 
come when we must save Christmas as 
the celebration of the birthday of Jesus 
Christ.”” He added that the churches 
would call Americans on New Year’s 
Eve, 1950, to an all-night vigil of prayer 
as they say farewell to ‘‘a half century 
of material progress and spiritual bank- 
ruptcy.’”’ 

Explaining that the vigil would last 
12 hours, beginning at 6 p. m., Dr. 
Bader said it would emphasize ‘that 
New Year’s Eve calls for more than an 
hilarious night-long and too often, in- 
temperate celebration. We hope that 
many more Americans will be in church 
than in the night-clubs as the new half- 
century dawns.” 


-~) 
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EDITORIAL 


Laymen and ‘‘Big’’ Preachers 





In Dr. MacLean’s suggestive article 
on page five he mentions the need of a 
greater participation on the part of lay- 
men in our chureh courts and their 
various committees. He says, and 
rightly, that ministers want a larger 
participation of their laymen at these 
vital points of church life. They do. 
But the arrangements of most, or many, 
of these meetings indicate that they are 
scheduled with full regard for the min- 
ister’s responsibilities and little regard 
for the laymen’s. 

Not many ministers would or could be 
absent from their required duties for 
such meetings. In fact, many of them, 
as is pointed out, do not even get to the 
important meetings of the church courts 
which are scheduled with them in mind. 
Therefore, it is not entirely fair, under 
most present arrangements, to expect 
laymen to do what the ministers could 
not. This need calls for sympathetic 
understanding on the part of all of us 
as Dr. MacLean well indicates. 

It is also suggested that the absence 
of pastors of large churches from the 
church courts is explained by the fact 
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that they are extremely busy. That is 
no doubt true. But it is also true that 
many of the ministers of the busiest 
churches, large or small, look upon their 
responsibilities as presbyters as of the 
same importance as other duties. They 
feel that it is not fair to their brethren, 
who also have only 24 hours in the day 
and those just as full as their own, to 
carry more than their share of the load. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Judge Sibley Retires 


Never was a high tribute better de- 
served than that which President Tru- 
man has paid Judge Samuel H. Sibley 
on his retirement from the United States 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Said 
the President in a personal letter to the 
76-year-old jurist: 

“You have devoted many years of 
your life to the highest ideals of the 
Federal Judiciary. I want to thank you 
for the fair and impartial manner in 
which you have served the best interests 
of the public.”’ 

The American as well as the Southern 
bench and bar will warmly second this 
encomium, for Judge Sibley’s distinc- 
tion is nothing less than nation-wide. 
Only the bench and bar can fully ap- 
preciate his judicial talents—his genius. 
as one authority has said, ‘“‘for visualiz- 
ing justice through intricate legal 
tangles and clearing up points of law 
tersely and directly.”” But all of us, 
especially here in his native Georgia, 
honor him for the staunchness of his 
character and feel the significance of 
his long and fruitful career. 

We salute him as a great judge, a 
great citizen, a scholar and a Christian 
gentleman, and wish for him many 
golden years of continued usefulness 
and happiness.—Atlanta Journal edi- 
torial. 

Note—-Judge Sibley is an elder in the 
First church, Marietta, Ga., where he 
teaches a class of men in the Sunday 
school. 





Labor and the Church 


There needs to be a reorientation as 
to the place of labor union members and 
leaders in church life. 
chants, 


3ankers, mer- 
employers, doctors. 
and proprietors are readily 
found in church activities. But is there 
an equal readiness to include wage 
earners and labor unionists in the grow- 
ing laymen’s movements so characteris- 
tic of present-day church life? To what 
extent are church people who are also 


teachers, 
lawyers, 


labor union leaders and members being 
enlisted? . 

If the labor movement is here to 
stay and to grow and to exercise in- 
creasing influence on community and 
nation, then its relationship to the 
churches will be of supreme importance 
in the latter half of the century. The 
effectiveness of this relationship will be 
largely determined by how the ministry, 
the official hoards, and the membership 
of local churches (including those mem- 


bers who are themselves in labor 
unions) speak and act, singly and to- 
gether.—CAMERON HALL in Social Ac. 
tion. 


The Reorganization 


9. THE GENERAL COUNCIL’S 
RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


Few opportunities hold greater prom- 
ise, in the judgment of some people, 
than that of the research committee of 
the General Council. This is a new fea- 
ture in the church’s organization and a 
greatly needed one. 

Under the chairmanship of John N. 
Thomas, this sub-committee has four 
members and will add others from the 
church-at-large such as a market and 
distribution researcher, a sociologist, an 
industrial engineer, a public accountant, 
a seminary president, a professor of 
church history and others who have 
special qualifications. In addition, it is 
expected that the committee will have 
a full-time Director of Research who 
would be a man particularly skilled and 
trained in this type of work. 

This committee must be an overall 
planning and study group. It must pro- 
ject its plans into the future. It will 
analyze present problems and trends in 
chureh and state, it will keep abreast 
of developments in other denominations, 
it will study the operation of the vari- 
ous agencies, and it will make long- 
range plans for years: ahead. Most 
leading denominations have such com- 
mittees at work. 

Types of studies which could be un- 
dertaken would include those of the 
church as a whole and those dealing 
with organizations or institutions of the 
lower courts. And they might deal with 
problems of the small church or the op- 
portunities and difficulties in coloniza- 
tion in a larger church. The committee 
might study the best use of weekday 
and weeknight opportunities in the 
churches. 

Such a research committee can survey 
trends in education—or what ought to 
be trends. It can study the operation 
of various departments of the church’s 
life and make its recommendations to 
the General Council and through it to 
the church as a whole. 

It might be possible to study the rise 
and cost of living in relation to pastors’ 
salaries and to seek to keep the latter 
up to the former. Many matters of an- 
nual records and reports might well be 
turned into usable statistics for wide 
and profitable use. 

In all such efforts a research commit- 
tee can be constantly looking at the 
church's machinery, checking to see if 
it is adequate or cumbersome or if re- 
alignments are needed. If significant 
omissions are noted in the church pro- 
gram it can point them out. Perhaps 
best of all, it can take a long look ahead 
and help to formulate plans of advance 
for the whole church. 

NEXT WEEK-——10. Research, con- 
tinued. 
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ANOTHER PRESBYTERIAN MYTH? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“My constant ambition has been to 
preach the Gospel where the name of 
Christ was previously unknown.” Rom. 
15:20. Phillips trans. 


UR PRETENSIONS to be a church 
vitally concerned with education 
have often been punctured (as by 

Dr. R. T. L. Liston’s now famous 
article). Can it be that our claims to 
be a missionary-minded church are 
equally without basis in fact? 

Intelligent reader, try your wits. How 
many ordained ministers in the Presby- 
terian church in the U. S. (‘Southern 
Presbyterian Church’’) are foreign mis- 
sionaries? We have been a going in- 
dependent denomination for nearly 
ninety years, and all that time have 
proclaimed our devotion to foreign mis- 
sions. How mafiy of our ministers are 
missionaries on the foreign field today? 
As a hint, you may start with the fact 
that we had in the year 1948 (the last 
year of record) 2,663 ministers of all 
sorts. Of these, only 1,619 are regular 
pastors; men _ serving as_ stated or 
temporary supplies bring the total of 
pastoral ministers up to 1,728. This 
leaves 935 of our ordained men who 
are not in the home pastorate. Allow- 
ing for the infirm and retired, the pro- 
fessors and teachers, the chaplains and 
so forth, how many ordained foreign 
missionaries do you reckon there are? 
Think a minute. .then look on page 
11 for your answer. (Full figures for 
ministerial employment may be found on 
page 410 of the 1949 Assembly’s Min- 
utes.) 


E MAY BE MISSIONARY by in- 
tention, or by proclamation; but 
on that record, how missionary- 

minded are we? True, many volunteer 
who are not accepted; many volunteer 
who have been providentially hindered. 
Some have been thrown out of lands 
where they went. But still, there the 
record stands. We ordain abdut 24 men 
who are not missionaries, to one who is. 
Look at it percentage-wise. Foreign mis- 
sionaries furnish less than four per cent of 
the total number of ordaned men. They 
are about six per cent as numerous as 
settled pastors. Synods vary, though 
not far from the general average. Al- 
abama, for example, with 78 pastors, 
has one foreign missionary—less than 
two per cent as many missionaries as 
pastors. Appalachia with 93 pastors 
and 9 missionaries has almost 10% as 
many missionaries as active home pas- 
tors. North Carolina reports 3%, Mis- 
sissippi 4%, Texas 4%, Kentucky 6%, 
Virginia 10%. The reader can figure 
out other percentages from the table 
in the Assembly’s Minutes. One other 
interesting statistic, for instance, is the 
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fact that there are eleven more minis- 
ters reported as having no employment 
whatever, than are reported as foreign 
missionaries. 


What unbiased observer would call us 
a foreign-missions-minded church? 
When a business keeps 96 per cent of 
its employees in one area and four per 
cent in another area, no one would guess 
that the area assigned to the four per 
cent was considered of much importance. 
Considering missionaries’ salaries, the 
disparity might be even greater, but 
that is another side of the matter. There 
seems to be no immediate prospect of 
great advance along this line, either. In 
the same Assembly’s Minutes, 69 grad- 
uates from our seminaries are listed, of 
whom four are said to be under appoint- 
ment as foreign missionaries, a little 
less than six per cent. In the previous 
year, out of 60 graduates, two were 
headed for the mission field. Exactly 
what percentage of foreign missionaries 
*would constitute us a foreign-missions 
church cannot, of course, be said. But 
it seems evident that four per cent will 
not do it. Six per cent will not do it. 
Even 10%, reached by a few synods, 
is not much to brag about. 


HOSE FAULT is it? The reader 
can observe the facts as they 


have been reported to _ the 
church. But who is responsi!e for the 
facts? The seminaries are not, for the 


most part, turning out men with the 
Pauline vision, and for this the semi- 
naries must bear some of the blame. 
But back of the seminaries are the 
churches and Sunday schools and the 
homes of Presbyterianism. Missions, 
especially foreign missions, has been 
held up as an interesting, romantic, 
Christian enterprise. It is considered 
of some interest to women; what Wo- 
man’s groups fails to have a mission 
study book? It enlists a share of the 
(not quite) five cents a day each aver- 
age member spends on all church bene- 
volences. But it does not enlist the 
enthusiasm, the personal commitment, 
of the manpower in the ministry. Is 
it the fault of our methods of mission- 
ary education? Is it the softening effect 
of our civilization? Is it the unwilling- 
ness of the home to “lose” the chil- 
dren so far away? Is it the upbringing 
of the kind of girl the minister marries? 
Is it the isolationism of the seminaries? 
Is it the need at home blinding us to 
the need farther away? Is it the feeble- 
ness of our faith? Whatever it is, there 
it is. 

One thing seems clear: 
as a whole, we do not have foreign mis- 
sions seriously on our conscience. 


As a church, 


WE PRESBYTERIANS 





By Arthur V. Boand 





RICHARD VENABLE LANCASTER 


It was a disappointment this past 
summer, when passing through Fred- 
ericksburg, Va., not toget to see and 
visit with my old classmate of Prince- 
ton Seminary days, Dick Lancaster, but 
after some 23 or 24 years in the Fred- 
ericksburg, Va., not to get to see and 
year or two before, we were told, be- 
cause of the condition of his health. 


It is hard to think of Dick on the 
shelf because of his health, for one of 
the things we remember especially 
about him was his ability as a baseball 
player, and his athletic turn of mind. 
Of course, much more important was 
his Southern accent, his graciousness 
and charming personality, and that 
Lancaster heritage of which all Vir- 
ginians should be proud. If we had 
known nothing more of Dick than his 
name, we would have expected much of 
him, for to have both Venable and Lan- 
caster blood in one’s veins is surely a 
goodly heritage. 


Later as we drove back to Texas from 
New York City (we had been to A. T. S. 
for graduation exercises) we passed 
through Wilkes-Barre, Pa, which 
brought back memories of Dr. Lan- 
caster’s one pastorate in the USA 
Church. It was not a long pastorate, 
ror it was interrupted sy a chaplaincy 
in the first world war, but Dick-has 
many happy memories of those five 
years petwen 1917-22, during which he 
was pastor of the Wilkes-Barre Church. 

It was only natural, however, that 
Dick Lancaster should desire to return 
to the Synod of Virginia, and in 1925, 
he began his long pastorate at Fred- 
ericksburg. Close to his alma mater, 
Randolph-Macon College, and within 
easy reach of Union Seminary at Rich- 
mond, and among the pleasant sur- 
roundings of his boyhood, may the Great 
Physician add his healing touch to the 
recuperative processes of nature and 
to the benefits of rest to give to our 
good friend of former years and to a 
faithful servant of the church, many 
added years of enjoyment and service. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Columbia Seminary Has Largest 
Student Body in Her History 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Deca- 
tur, Ga., with members of the 
entering has the largest student 
body in its history—143, taxing all the 
resources of the institution. P. D. 
Miller, Druid Hills pastor of Atlanta, 
gave the opening address at the semi- 
nary. A new feature of the program 
this year included a week’s orientation 
program for the new class with all mem- 
bers of the faculty taking part in addi- 
tion to two Atlanta pastors, Stuart R. 
Oglesby and William V. Gardner. 
Among physical improvements at the 
seminary are the tiling of all shower 
baths, three new tennis courts, and the 
conversion of a large basement room into 
a recreation room. A residence is being 
built for Professor Gutzke which will be 
completed by November 1, releasing 
additional dormitory space. 





sixty 
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Capacity Enrollment Prepared 
For at Presbyterian College 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C., 
was expected to begin its 69th ses- 
sion with a capacity enrollment— 
approximately 465 students. Much 
of the physical properties of the 
college has been improved in order to 
eare for the students. .Robert de 
Dardel of Geneva is an addition to the 
French department. .A Presbyterian 
College mathematics professor, Jabir 
Shibli, is the author of a college text- 
book which may well be considered a 
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best-seller. His ‘‘Plane and Spherical 
Trigonometry,” used for 20 years in 
approximately 500 American colleges 
and universities, has recently gone into 
its third edition. Dr. Shibli is also the 
author of “Recent Developments in the 
Teach.iz of Geometry” and “Our Pale- 
stine: Conflict or Cooperation.” He 
is a native of Labanon but received most 
of his education in the U. S. Three 
years ago he went to Presbyterian Col- 
lege from Penn State where he had 
taught for more than two decades. Dr. 
Shibli is a Presbyterian minister, in addi- 
tion to his other distinctions, having 
served as a pastor from 1911 to 1917. 


Seventy Enrolled in New 
Class at Union Seminary 

Union Seminary in Virginia welcomed 
its largest entering class this year—70 
Juniors, with six other new men in 
Middle and Senior classes. C. Irving 
Lewis, Tabb Street church, Petersburg, 
was the speaker on this occasion. Early 
in the session plans called for a retreat 
at Massanetta Springs for the entire 
faculty and student body. In addition 
to its complete remodeling program 
going on in the buildings, the seminary 
has added to its properties the three- 
story Kemp home adjoining the campus 
which now provides apartments for 
married students on two floors and a 
student center on the other. MHard- 
surfaced tennis, basketball and hand- 
ball courts have been completed on the 
seminary'’s extensive property used for 
recreation. 


12,000 Students Attend 
China Christian Colleges 

New York. (RNS)—More than 12,- 
000 Chinese students attended the thir- 
teen Christian colleges of China in the 
fall of 1948, according to the annual 
report here of the United Board for 
Christian Colleges in China. Declaring 
that the quest for education is growing 
in all parts of China today, the report 
said that 50,000 young Chinese applied 
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for admission to the colleges although 
only 4,000 freshman could be accommo- 
dated. All Christian colleges in Com- 
unist areas “carried on their work in 
a psychological atmosphere that was 
amazingly calm and hopeful,’ the re- 
port noted. ‘“‘How determined most stu- 
dents were to continue their education 
in spite of the turbulent military situa- 
tion,’’ the report said, “is evidenced by 
the fact that 10,500 registered for the 
spring term— approximately the nor- 
mal number expected for the second 
semester.’”’ Despite meager food, inter- 
nal economic and political chaos, and 
low staff salaries. the report added, 
teachers and students alike ‘‘met their 
day-to-day hardships and problems with 
fortitude and a dauntless spirit.” 





Student Christian Council 
Approves DP Project 

Bowling Green, O. (RNS)—Plans are 
being drawn up by the United Student 
Christian Council to bring a thousand 
displaced persons to this country to 
study in colleges and upiversities, it was 
disclosed at a council session here. By 
unanimous vote, the group approved a 
constitution establishing a national co- 
ordinating agency to place the students, 
It is expected that the agency will be 
ratified by the National Student Associ- 
ation, the Newman Club Federation 
(Roman Catholic) and the Hillel Foun- 
dation (Jewish). Meanwhile, a num- 
ber of individuals attending the coun- 
cil’s general assembly petitioned Presi- 
dent Truman to pardon conscientious 
objectors now being held in Federal 
prisons. The council itself did not dis- 
cuss the subject. A letter, drafted by 
the petitioners, said in part: ‘‘We re- 
affirm our belief in the right of an in- 
dividual to exercise freedom of con- 
science under God. We feel that it 
is a distinct contradiction to hold men 
in bondage for exercising this historic 
prerogative. We believe in the validity 
of this principle although we personally 
may not take the stand of the conscient- 
ious objectors.” 





Methodist Young People Ask 

Abolition of Negro Jurisdiction 
Williamsport, Pa. (RNS)—Abolition 

of the Central Jurisdiction of the Meth- 

odist Church, which is composed wholly 


of Negro congregations was asked 
here by the National Conference 
of Methodist Youth. Holding its 


ninth annual meeting, the conference 
pledged its support of all steps toward 
the removal of segregation and dis- 
crimination practices within the church. 
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Expedition Fails to 
Find Noah’s Ark 

Dogubayazidi, Turkey. (RNS)—After 
12 days of fruitless searching on Mt. 
Ararat, an expedition headed by Aaron 
J. Smith, dean of the Peoples Bible 
School, Greensboro, N. C., gave up its 
hunt for the remains of Noah’s Ark. 

While every part of the mountain was 
searched without result, Dr. Smith said 
he still believes the Ark is hidden some- 
where on its slopes. According to Bibli- 
cal accounts, the Ark came to rest on 
Ararat after riding out the Great Flood. 

‘“‘We have cleared the way for future 
expeditions,” the former missionary said. 
“We expect other missions to complete 
and lead to success the job we have be- 
gun.”’ 

Permission for the expedition was 
given in July by the Turkish govern- 
ment, after an earlier refusal. At that 
time, the Turks said Mt. Ararat lies in 
a “prohibited military zone’’ along the 
Turkish-Russian border. The Moscow 
Radio had, earlier, accused the leaders 
of the expedition of being spies against 
the Soviet Union. 





BLAMES CHURCH FOR FAILURES 
(Continued from page 4) 


cause for fatalism about an “inevitable ° 


war,” although he admitted the ‘‘hard- 
ening’ of the East-West conflict had 
darkened hopes of an early settlement. 


Five-Point Program 


He suggested a five-point program as 
to what the Christian attitude should 
be toward the cold war: 

(1) Continued spiritual resistance to 
further extension of Communist totali- 
tarianism, coupled with support of gov- 
ernment measures designed to help na- 
tions remain free of Red-domination. 

(2) Avoidance of the psychology of 
a “holy war,’’ with the admission that 
the atheistic and anti-religious aspects 
of Communism are, in a sense, a judg- 
ment on Christians and their churches. 

(3) Preservation of ties with people 
in Europe, Asia, Africa and South 
America who are attracted to Commun- 
ism as a deliverance from feudalism, 
poverty and racial discrimination. 

(4) Opposition to Communism ss 
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Jackson, Mississippi. 


faith, ideology and totalitarian move- 





ment, and not to its social and economic 
goals which have support among Chris- 
tians. 

(5) Military resistance to Commun- 


ANSWER 


To the question asked by Dr. Fore- 
man on page 9:100. 








ism to be kept in a secondary role, 
though our capacity to limit Communist 
aggression is the only way to prevent 
further Communist expansion. Our ma- 
jor trust should be placed in a better 
positive social policy. 
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MEMORIAL 





FLORENCE D. PATTON 
Missionary in Japan 


September 13, 1949—This morning as I 
began to read in “Day By Day” the Bible 
verse from II Timothy 1:7-18 containing 
the phrase, “For he refreshed me,” my 
mind reverted to a dear friend who “oft 
refreshed me” especially when I was a 
young missionary in Japan struggling 
with that difficult language. 

What is said of Onesiphorus might well 
apply to Miss Florence Patton, for she 
truly possessed a radiant personality. 
“She belonged to that select group who re- 
fresh, who build morale, who restore con- 
fidence, who point upward to God, who 
bless those whom they touch.” 

Affectionately called “Sister Florence” 
by the younger missionaries, Miss Patton 
was ever ready to offer them the hospital- 
ity of her home which she shared with her 
sister. 

Indefatigable workers with the Jap- 
anese, the Patton sisters were never too 
busy to listen to and pray with their fel- 
low missionaries in regard to their various 
problems. Sister Florence was especially 
gifted with a sense of humor which helped 
to smooth many a rough place in the mis- 
sionaries’ journey. 

September is the month in which Sister 
Florence was born. How many happy 
birthdays we have celebrated together 
This will be the first one in her Heavenly 
Home into which she entered the begin- 
ning of the year. 

Those who were privileged to know 
“Sister Florence” can say with Paul, “I 
thank my God upon all my remembrance 
of you.” 


LELIA G. KIRTLAND. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Julian Lake, First church, Bristol, 
Tenn., has announced his acceptance of 
a call to the First church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C. 

Jack Ramsay, Jr., who has been 
studying in Edinburgh, Scotland, is now 
in Laredo, Texas, 1707 Mier St. 

Albert E. Ruhmann from Livingston, 
Texas, to 6306 Haskell St., Houston 7, 
Texas. 

J. Moody McNair, mission pastor of 
the First church, Charleston, W. Va., 
has been called to the Montreat, N. C., 
church. 

Ben Evan Gillespie from Dallas, 
Texas, to 404 N. Church St., McKinney, 
Texas. 

O. W. Perrell, formerly of the Buck- 
hannon, W. Va., church (Grafton Pres- 
bytery, USA), has been received by Lex- 
ington Presbytery and a commission has 
been appointed to install him as pastor 
at Collierstown, Va. 

John E. Thompson, formerly of 
Franklin, W. Va., is now serving in 
West Hanover Presbytery as chaplain 
of the Miller Manual Labor School and 
is supplying the Tabor church nearby. 

W. J. Gammon, formerly of Eldon, 
Mo., now retired, has recently moved 
to Montreat, N. C. 








INAUGURATION 

Sam Burney Hay will be inaugurated 
as president of Stillman College, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., on October 28, which will 
also be observed as Founders’ Day. 


MARRIED 

D. Douglas Wilkinson, pastor at 
Amelia, Va., and Henrietta Thompson, 
of Atlanta and Richmond, former as- 
sociate director of youth work in the 
General Assembly, were married in the 
Central church, Atlanta, Sept. 7. 


DEATH 

Hugh Kelso Walker, 87, former mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly, died in Hollywood, Calif., 
Sept. 19. Dr. Walker was a native of 
Rogersville, Tenn. 


PAPER ON CALVIN 

John H. Leith, Auburn, Ala., read a 
paper before the Fellows of the National 
Council on Religion in Higher Educa- 
tion at Meadville, Pa., in September on 
“The Criteria of Membership in the 
Genevan Church During Calvin’s Minis- 
ay." 
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BIBLE STUDY 
The Moral Basis 





of True W. orship 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 9 


Isaiah 1:11-18; 


Our lessons this quarter are taken 
from two of the greatest of the Old 
Testament prophets, Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, who prophesied the one more than 
a hundred years after the other, but 
both of them in times of great national 
and international crisis. Both agree 
that the worship of God has no value 
unless it is built on a firm moral basis. 


I. As Seen by Isaiah 


Isaiah preached in Judah, the South- 
ern Kingdom, for more than forty years, 
during the reigns of Jothan, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah. During this period Israel, 
the northern nation was carried captive, 
and Judah barely escaped a similar fate 
at the hands of Sennacherib, king of 
the Assyrians. Isaiah was the strong 
man in Judah during the whole of this 
critical period, not only the oustanding 
prophet, but also the wisest and most 
far-seeing statesman. 

We study this week the opening 
prophecy of his collected writings. Pro- 
fessor Kent thinks that the first chap- 
ter was given this commanding position, 
not because it represents the first ser- 
mons of Isaiah, but because it presents 
clearly and forcibly the keynotes of all 
his prophetic addresses. George Adam 
Smith points out that it is a clear, com- 
plete statement of the points which 
were at issue between the Lord and 
his own people all the time Isaiah was 
his prophet, an excellent summary of 
the substance of the prophetic doctrine, 
and a very vivid illustration of the 
prophetic spirit and method. - 


1. Judah’s Predicament, 1:2-9 


(1) Her sins, 2-4. According to 
Isaiah, Judah’s fundamental sin is the 
sin of ingratitude. God had lavished 
his care upon the nation of Judah, just 
as an earthly father lavishes his care 
upon his children. But the people 
whom he had so tenderly reared did 
not recognize their dependence and re- 
spond to his advances. It is inconceivable 
that an ox could forget his owner, or, 
that an ass could forget his master’s 
crib, but Israel ‘‘doth not know, my 
people doth not consider.’’ 

(2) Her punishment, 5-9. In these 
verses Isaiah pictures the national dis- 
asters extending over a period of years 
and culminating in the invasion by 
Sennacherib, which have come about as 
a consequence of the nation’s sins. He 
describes more circumstantially what is 
briefly reported in II Kings 18:13: 
“Now in the 14th year of King Hezekiah 
did Sennacherib, king of Assyria, come 
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Jeremiah 7:3-7. 


up against all the fortified cities of 
Judah and took them.” 

As Professor Kent puts it: “The 
picture in the opening verses is one of 
national disaster. The cities of Judah 
have been burned and pillaged by a 
foreign invader, and Jersusalem itself 
alone is left. With mad frezy the 
rulers and people are resorting to the 
temple with offerings in order to suppli- 
cate Jehovah’s help in their time of 
extremity.” 

Isaiah compares the condition of the 
nation to that of a man wounded unto 
death. The whole head is sick, the 
whole heart faint. From the sole of 
the foot, even unto the head, there is 
no soundness in it; only wounds and 
bruises and stripes; they have not been 
closed, neither bound up, neither moli- 
fied with oil (in Isaiah’s time a wound 
Was first pressed or closed, then band- 
aged, and softened with oil). Judah’s 
condition is unrelieved. 

This briefly is Judah’s predicament. 
She has forgotten Jehovah, and as a re- 
sult has been reduced to ike direct 
straits. 

2. The Way of Escape, 1:10-17 

(1) The Wrong Way. Recall the 
words just quoted: “With mad frenzy 
the rulers and people are resorting to 
the temple with offerings in order to 
supplicate Jehovah’s help in their time 
ot extremity.’’ This to them was the 
way of escape, the way to enjoy once 
more the mercies of God. 

But Isaiah reminds us in vs, 10 that 
this formal invocation of God was not 
accompained by any real amendment of 
life. The rulers are aptly compared 
with the rulers of Sodom, the people 
with the people of Gormorrah, two Old 
Testament cities noted for their wicked- 
ness and destroyed by an overwhelming 
disaster in the time of Abraham (Gen. 
19). Isaiah calls upon them to hear the 
word of Jehovah, to give ear unto the 
law of God, meaning thereby the proph- 
etic revelation that is to follow. He 
proceeds to tell them that all their for- 
mal worship, instead of pleasing 
God, is an adomination unto him. 
He does not care for the mulitude of 
their sacrifices; he has had enough of 
their burnt offerings, he does not de- 
light in the blood of bullocks or of 
lambs or of he-goats, their oblations 
are vain; their incense is an abomina- 
tion to him. He cannot stand their 
solemn assemblies; their weekly occa- 
sions of worship (the Sabbath), their 
monthly occasions of worship (the new 


moon), their annual feasts, are all an 
iniquity to him; he hates them all. He 
is weary with the importunities of the 
people and even when they pray he will 
not look upon them nor hear them. 
Why? Moses had commanded the peo- 
ple to worship God in this manner. In 
this way their fathers had worshipped 
God and found him. Why does Isaiah 
now repudiate what Moses had com- 
manded? Why is their worship vain 
and an offence to God? 

It is as though a modern Isaiah would 
say to us, speaking in the name of God: 
‘What unto me is the multitude of 
your religious observances, saith the 
Lord. I have had enough of the formal 
offerings of your lips and hands; and 
I have no interest in your gifts. When 
you come before me, who has required 
this at your hands. You do not wor- 
ship, you merely trample and desecrate 
the carpets of my house. Bring no more 
vain petitions. Your music, the pealing 
of your organs, the singing of your 
choirs are an abomination unto me; 
Sunday schools and Sabbath worship 
and prayer meetings—I cannot stand 
them; they are hypocrisy and sin, even 
your most sacred gatherings; your regu- 
lar church observances and your celebra- 
tion of Easter and Christmas and 
Thanksgiving Day my soul hateth; they 
are a trouble to me. [ am weary of 
bearing them. And when you spread 
forth your hands, [I will hide my eyes 
from you; yes, when you make many 
prayers, I will not hear.’’ 

Do you think Isaiah would be tempted 
to speak thus of our modern worship? 
Does the formal worship in which we 
engage and which God commands really 
bring us into fellowship with God? 
Why does he not hear our prayers for 
peace? Why is it that our world has 
been scourged with two world wars in 
a single generation and still peace is not 
secure? 

Isaiah points out very clearly what 
was wrong in Judah’s day? He does 
not mean to condemn their system of 
worship which had _ been divinely 
ordained and which had proved helpful 
in the past. He points out however 
that prayer, worship, gifts to the church 
in themselves are not enough. Judah’s 
religion is valueless because it is di- 
vorced from right living. God’s bless- 
ing does not come through formal wor- 
ship alone, but only if it is accompained 
by reformation of life. 

2. The Right Way. Isaiah puts the 
necessary concomitants of true worship 
before Judah and before us in eight 
admonitions, the first three of which 
point to the removal of evil and the 
last five to the performance of that 
which is good. 

‘‘Wash you, make you clean.’ These 
two admonitions refer to the purifica- 
tion of sins committed, by means of 
forgiveness sought for and obtained. 
For Christians the way is made more 
clear in I John 1:8-2:2. But note 
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there must be a definite confession of 
definite sins, a clear recognition of, and 
sincere repentance for the actual evil 
in our lives. “Tut 
your doings from 


away the evil of 
before mine eyes.’’ 
Those who seek God’s blessing must 
sincerely repent of their sins; but more, 
they must put them away from their 
lives. It is plain from what precedes 
and also from what follows that the 
sins to which Isaiah refers are not 
merely or even chiefly such sins as 
drunkeness, immorality, lying, infidelity, 
cruelty of speech, etc., but also sins 
connected with their business and civic 
life. He was thinking of wrong rela- 
tions with one’s fellowmen, of avarice 
and greed and selfishness and lack of 
human sympathy, as well as the sins 
on which it is much easier to put one’s 
fingers. 

But it is not enough to repent of one’s 
sins and to cease to do evil; the man 
who desires God’s blessing must also 
learn to do good. This injunction lays 
the foundation of all that follows. 
When Isaiah says that men must learn 
to do good, he suggests that it is a 
difficult art in which a man does not be- 
come proficient merely by good inten- 
tions. (Have we really learned to do 
good, or have we followed the line of 
least resistance? Have we learned to 
do good, or do we just live in accordance 
with the standards of our crowd? Have 
we learned to do good, so that it is the 
guiding principle of our lives, or do we 
satisfy our consciences by merely spas- 
modic acts of goodness? Have we learned 
to do good, so that it permeates all our 
life, our business life, as well as our 
family life; or is our goodness confined 
to some activities and excluded from 
others?) 

Men who desire God's blessing must 
not only do good but also seek justice 

that is, go out of their own sphere to 
see that justice is secured for others; 
they must relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, and plead for the widow. 
The fatherless and the widow were. the 
best examples in Isaiah’s day of those 
who were unable to protect themselves. 
Only when men have repented of their 
wrongdoings and learned to do good, 
only when they have definitely turned 
away from evil, only when they have 
learned to do good, and seek justice 
for the weak and oppressed, only then 
can they expect this worship to be ac- 
ceptable in God’s sight. 








8. The Final Appeal, 1:18-20 

Isaiah did not want the people to be 
utterly discouraged. He did not want 
them to feel that they could not come 
to God until they had established the 
possibility of perfect harmony with God 
through a thoroughly amended life. So 
we must not feel that we cannot enjoy 
the blessings of God until we have done 
with this matter of sin, which, in spite 
of our best efforts, continues to dog 
our steps. Isaiah makes that clear in 
his closing appeal. 

“Come now, and let us bring our 
reasoning to a Jehovah. 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”’ 


close,’”” says 


There is no more beautiful expression 
of the evangel in the Bible than this; 
only in the New Testament it is made 
more clear that those sins which stand 
out as the great obstacle in our ap- 
proach to God are removed only through 
the cross (cf. Isa. 53:1-6). 

reminds 
Judah, that, if they are willing and 
obedient they shall eat the good of the 
land. But if they refuse and rebel they 
shall be devoured by the sword (revolu- 
tion and war). So with us; so with our 
nation. Repentance leading to reconcili- 
ation with God and man, followed by 
obedience to the will of God is a pre- 
requistite to true worship, and is the 
only means by which we can surely find 
God’s blessing for ourselves and for our 
land, 


Their sins forgiven, Isaiah 


Il. As Seen by Jeremiah 


Jeremiah prophesied a century later 
than Isaiah, at a time when Egypt and 
Babylon contending for world 
mastery. There was a grave danger 
lest Judah, a tiny country in size, yet 
important because it guarded the bridge 
that connected Asia and Africa should 
be crushed contending 


were 


between the 
forces. : 
The people however and their rulers 
had a strange sense of security. They 
felt that God would certainly protect 
the nation, if only they were faithful in 
their worship. 
On a day when the Temple was 
with worshippers, Jeremiah 
took his stand at the gate which ada- 
mitted the throngs to the outer cvurt 
and shouted: ‘Hear the word of Je- 
hovah, all ye of Judah that enter in at 
these gates to worship Jehovah.” He 
then proceeded to point out that there 
was only one way to God’s blessing. 
It is a very simple way, yet one that is 
fundamental: “Amend (not your 
thoughts and your doctrines, but) your 
ways and your doings.”’ It was a repeti- 
tion of Isaiah’s message, delivered a 
century earlier. It was a prelude to 
John the Baptist’s centuries 
later, and also that of the Master him- 
self, ‘“‘Repent, for the Kingdom of God 
hand.” The blessing of which 
Jeremiah speaks is the one which con- 
cerned the people particularly at this 


crowded, 


message 


is at 


time, their continued possession of the 
Holy Land. ‘‘Amend your ways and 
your doings, and I will cause you to 
dwell in this place.”’ 

To make his meaning plainer, Jere- 
miah contrasts for a moment the true 
way with the false: ‘Amend your ways 
and your doings and [I will cause you 
to dwell in this place. Trust ye not in 
lying words, saying, the temple of Je- 
hovah, the temple of Jehovah, the 
temple of Jehovah are these.” The 
lying words to which he refers are the 
words of the false prophets, who main- 
tained that the temple was a sufficient 
guarantee of God’s protection. They 
doubtless relied on such passages as 
Isa. 37:22-35. The threefold repetition 
was probably frequently used by the 
people, who thought it gave a certain 
magical force to the formula. Jere- 
miah did not mean to deny that the 
Temple was God’s house; he did wish 
them to understand that in itself it 
gave his worshippers no immunity from 
disaster. 

Jeremiah then to explain 
more clearly what is involved in the 
amendment of life which God requires. 
He told them that it required a thorough 
execution of justice between a man and 
his neighbor; it meant that they must 
cease oppressing the sojourner (mem- 
bers of minority groups who were un- 
able to protect themselves) and the 
fatherless and the widows (who have 
been in all lands and at all times the 
easy prey of designing men). It meant 
that the shedding of innocent blood must 
cease. He referred not merely to cold- 
blooded murder, which all his hearers 
would condemn, but to other means of 
taking human life, comparable to lynch- 
ing in our own day, or to conditions 
still existing in some industries that 
shorten the lives of the laborers, and 
by the failure to adopt safety devices 
take an annual toll of death ‘“‘by acci- 
dent.”’ 

Finally, said Jeremiah, if they were to 


goe, on 


amend their ways they must cease walk-: 


ing after other gods to their own hurt. 
To walk after other gods meant to live 
according to heathen customs. It meant 
much more than bowing down to idols 
—sensual and immoral modes of living, 
for example; a gratifying of all of one’s 
appetities, a blind following of one’s in- 
stincts, such as some of our literary 
men seem to advocate. 

Is the way to God’s blessing today 
the same as the one held out by Isaiah 
and Jeremiah, or is there some other 
way? Can we secure God’s blessing. 
for example, simply by believing in 
Jesus and by going to God in prayer? 
Or do we still have to amend our lives 
and amend them in the way suggested 
by these two great prophets of other 
days? ‘God bless America,’’ was a song 
we often sang during the war years. It 
helped us to sing, but it might have 
helped us more if we had read and 
pondered God’s Word as it came from 
these far-seeing men of old. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE SHRINE OF A _ PEOPLE’S 
SOUL. By Edwin W. Smith. Friendship 
press, New York. 212 pages. $1.50. 

Have you ever wondered about the ro- 
mance and headache a missionary faces 
in going into a land with no knowledge 
of the language and no interpreter or 
teacher? This delightful book tells of 
the difficulties and the joys of the trans- 
lation of the Bible into many different 
languages. It is well worth the read- 
ing for the insight it gives into the 
pioneering nature of much of the mis- 
sionary’s labor and for its valuable help 
in understanding the difficulties in any 
translation of the Bible (even those into 
English! ). 

Dr. Smith suggests “every language is 
a temple in which the soul of the peo- 
ple who speak it is enshrined.”’ He is 
insistent that there is no possibility of 
Christian missions being effective with 
a people until they can read the Bible in 
their own language. When there is no 
written language one must be developed, 
the Bible translated into it and pro- 
vided in copies sufficient for the people 
to be taught to read and to appreciate 
it in the language of their early train- 
ing. 

Here is a book the Christian will bene- 
fit by reading and which should be in 
every church library for constant refer- 
ence in the effort to make the work of 
an international missionary understood. 

LAWRENCE I. STELL. 

Tallahassee, Fla. 





DOCTOR FREUD. An Analysis and a 
Warning. By Emil Ludwig. Hellman, 
Williams and Company, New York. 311 
pp. $3.00. 

This is perhaps the most bitter and 
excoriating attack to date upon the 
founder of psycho-analysis. Widely 
known as the author of Son of Man and 
other biographies, Ludwig was aroused 
to undertake this exposure when he be- 
came aware that thousands of young 
Americans have accepted Freudianism 
as their gospel. Thus a very modern 
young woman said to him as she vigor- 
ously reddened her lips, ‘‘I can’t imagine 
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Teen-agers and older youth have 
problems that sometimes, to them, seem 
insurmountable. Dr. Hayward, a syn- 
dicated columnist with a twenty million 

readership, offers solutions to the kinds 
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youth counseling. 0. 
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what life would be without an under- 
standing of the libido!” 

With unsparing frankness of quota- 
tion, the author seeks to show that 
Freud uttered a vast amount of non- 
sense, that he contradicted himself end- 
lessly, that he was unscientific in his 
methods, that.he smeared the innocence 
of childhood with gross sexual imputa- 
tions, that his dream analyses are fan- 
tastic and that he was a cold and un- 
loveable prophet without either relig- 
ious faith or compassion for humanity. 

Mr. Ludwig then proceeds to psycho- 
analyse the Master Psycho-analyst him- 
self. Admitting that Freud’s personal 
and domestic life were irreproachable, 
the author contends that he had a dicta- 
tor-complex which grew out of a child- 
hood conflict with his own father. Ore 
night he overheard his father say: ‘“‘This 
boy will never amount to anything.” 
From that moment on, the future 
psycho-analyst dedicated himself to 
proving that, without the help of God 
or man, he could amount to something. 
It was this rankling urge for self-suffi- 
ciency and power that turned the prom- 
ising young neurologist into an unbend- 
ing dogmatist and would-be dictator 
over human civilization. This may ex- 


plain too Freud’s mocking dismissal of 


Christianity as a guilt-obsessed father- 
complex. 

Unfortunately, Ludwig writes with a 
cold, bitter fury that makes him unfair. 
He stoops to every trick of the propa- 
gandist from name-calling to innuendo. 
Grudgingly conceding that Freud “‘threw 
light on dark places and developed an 
original method to help sufferers,’’ the 
author lacks hte grace to give credit to 
Freud where credit is due. The public 
may well be warned but Freud’s insight 
into ‘‘unconscious conflict,’ into sub- 
limation, repression and rationalization 
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are not likely to be forgotten. In detail 
false and misleading, the broad truths 
of psych-analysis may yet be used to 
heal mankind, especially when used 
with Christian understanding. 
D. M. ALLAN. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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